158            ELIZABETHAN SEA-DOGS

place as a New Year's gift for 1586. But again
there was no treasure. The Spaniards had killed
off the Caribs in war or in the mines, so that
nothing was now dug out. Moreover the citizens
were quite on their guard against adventurers and
ready to hide what they had in the most inacces-
sible places. Drake then put the town up to ran-
som and sent out his own Maroon boy servant to
bring in the message from the Spanish officer pro-
posing terms. This Spaniard, hating all Maroons,
ran his lance through the boy and cantered away.
The boy came back with the last ounce of his
strength and fell dead at Drake's feet. Drake
sent to say he would hang two Spaniards every
day if the murderer was not hanged by his own
compatriots. As no one came he began with two
friars. Then the Spaniards brought in the offender
and hanged him in the presence of both armies.

That episode cleared the air; and an inter-
change of courtesies and hospitalities immediately
followed. But no business was done. Drake there-
fore began to burn the town bit by bit till twenty-
five thousand ducats were paid. It was very little
for the capital. But the men picked up a good
deal of loot in the process and vented their ultra-
Protestant zeal on all the * graven images' that